
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 

August 14, 2023 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Ray Schultz 
Mayor Pro tem Lori Shierry 
Councilwomen Sherrie Williams and Stephanie Wooten 

    Councilman Randall Barker 
     
MEMBERS ABSENT: Councilman Jeff Pogatshnik 
 
PERSONNEL:  Jerry Flemming, City Manager 
    Jason Griffin, Parks and Recreation Director 
    Steve Davis, Police Chief 
    David Owen, Economic Development Director 
    Andy Payne, Fire Chief 
    Becky Ferguson, Director of Finance 
    Amie Schultz, Library Director 
    James Horn, Water and Sewer Maintenance Foreman 
    Sven Herrmann, Street Foreman 
    Janice Newman, City Secretary 
     
VISITORS:   Kent Chapman   Tommy Hendler 
     
AGENDA ITEM NO. 1: Call to Order. 
 
The Mayor called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 2: Invocation. 
 
The Mayor gave the invocation. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 3: Recognition of Special Guest(s)/Action(s). 
 
There were no recognitions at this time. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 4: Citizens’ Input. 
 
No individuals registered to participate in the citizens’ input. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 5: General Consent. 
 

A. Acceptance and Approval of the Minutes of the Regular City 
Council Meeting of July 24, 2023. 

 
 



B. Acceptance and Approval of the Minutes of the Regular 
Community Development Corporation’s Board of Directors 
Meeting of July 25, 2023. 
 

C. Acceptance and Approval of the Minutes of the Regular 
Economic Development Corporation’s Board of Directors’ 
Meeting of August 1, 2023. 

 
D. Acceptance and Approval of the Planning and Zoning 

Commission Meeting of August 7, 2023. 
 

E. Consider the Request From the Iowa Park Athletic Booster Club 
for a Waiver of the Fireworks Ordinance for Hawk Explosion at 
the Iowa Park High School Campus on Saturday, August 19, 
2023. 

 
F. Approve a Request From City Staff to Use City Property, 

Located at 200 East Cash, for the 7th Annual S-5! Manufacturing 
Community Chow Down Event to be Held on Friday, September 
8, 2023 and Permission to Close City Hall from 10:00 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. and to Allow City Staff to Work the Event. 

 
G. Approve a Request From the Iowa Park Chamber of Commerce 

to Close the 200 Block of N Wall, the 100 & 200 Blocks of W 
Park Ave and a Portion of N Yosemite St to Through Traffic 
From 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, Sept 9, 2023, for the 
Annual Whoop-T-Do Event and Allow the Chamber to Utilize 
City-Owned Portable Toilets, Barricades, Solid Waste 
Containers and Electricity for Said Event. 

 
H. Approve a Request From the Electra Hospital District 

Requesting Permission to Utilize the Public Walkway Around 
Lake Gordon/Oscar Park and North Victoria Avenue Right-of-
Way from Oscar Park driveway to the Iowa Park Clinic 
driveway from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, October 14, 
2023 for the Halloween Hustle 5K Walk & Run event benefitting 
the Electra Hospital Foundation. 

 
Councilwoman Wooten asked that Item “E” be removed from consent agenda to allow discussion. 
Motion was made by Councilwoman Williams and seconded by Councilman Barker accepting and 
approving the general consent agenda except item “E”. Motion carried with four ayes. 
(Unanimous) 
 

E. Consider the Request From the Iowa Park Athletic Booster Club 
for a Waiver of the Fireworks Ordinance for Hawk Explosion at 



the Iowa Park High School Campus on Saturday, August 19, 
2023. 

 
Councilwoman Wooten expressed her concerns regarding fireworks and the recent weather and 
fire events. If the Council wants to allow the fireworks, she felt a minimum of three fire trucks 
should be at the event. The Fire Chief agreed with the Councilwoman. The Mayor stated it would 
not be possible to guarantee the Fire Department could be present if they have emergencies to 
attend. Motion was made by Councilwoman Williams and seconded by Councilwoman Wooten 
denying the request from the Iowa Park Athletic Booster Club for a waiver of the fireworks 
ordinance for Hawk Explosion at the Iowa Park High School campus on Saturday, August 19, 
2023. Motion carried with four ayes. (Unanimous) 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 6: Public Appearance. 
 

A. A Public Appearance by the Iowa Park Masonic Lodge 
Requesting Permission to Close North Second Street Between 
West Alameda and West Washington From 11:00 A.M. to 5:00 
P.M. on Saturday, September 2, 2023 and to Utilize City-Owned 
Barricades to Host a Fun Ride Event. 

 
Mr. Kent Chapman and Mr. Tommy Hendler appeared before Council explaining that the Iowa 
Park Optimist Club will be 132 years old this year. They are requesting permission to close North 
Second Street between West Alameda and Washington and to use the City’s barricades for a fun 
ride event.  
 

(i) Action as Result of Public Appearance. 
 
Motion was made by Councilwoman Wooten and seconded by Councilwoman Williams granting 
permission for the Iowa Park Masonic Lodge to close North Second Street between West Alameda 
and West Washington from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, September 2, 2023 and to utilize 
City-owned barricades to host a fun ride event. Motion carried with four ayes. (Unanimous) 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 7: Resolution. 
 

A. A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Iowa Park, Texas, 
Approving a Negotiated Settlement Between the Atmos Cities 
Steering Committee (“ACSC”) and Atmos Energy Corp., Mid-
Tex Division Regarding the Company’s 2023 Rate Review 
Mechanism Filing; Declaring Existing Rates to be 
Unreasonable; Adopting Tariffs That Reflect Rate Adjustments 
Consistent With the Negotiated Settlement; Finding the Rates to 
be Set by the Attached Settlement Tariffs to be Just and 
Reasonable and in the Public Interest; Approving an Attachment 
Establishing a Benchmark for Pensions and Retiree Medical 
Benefits; Requiring the Company to Reimburse ACSC’s 
Reasonable Ratemaking Expenses; Determining That This 



Resolution was Passed in Accordance with the Requirements of 
the Texas Open Meetings Act; Adopting a Savings Clause; 
Declaring an Effective Date; and Requiring Delivery of This 
Resolution to the Company and the ACSC’s Legal Counsel. 

 
The Atmos Cities Steering Committee, of which the City is a member, settled a rate request with 
Atmos Energy Corporation. Atmos filed a rate request of $165.9 million claiming its cost of service 
ending December 31, 2022 entitled it to the additional system wide revenue. The Steering 
Committee settled with Atmos for $142 million.  Motion was made by Councilwoman Williams 
and seconded by Councilwoman Shierry approving and adopting Resolution Number 23-15 
approving a negotiated settlement between the Atmos Cities Steering Committee (“ACSC”) and 
Atmos Energy Corp., Mid-Tex Division regarding the Company’s 2023 Rate Review Mechanism 
Filing; declaring existing rates to be unreasonable; adopting tariffs that reflect rate adjustments 
consistent with the negotiated settlement; finding the rates to be set by the attached settlement 
tariffs to be just and reasonable and in the public interest; approving an attachment establishing a 
benchmark for pensions and retiree medical benefits; requiring the Company to reimburse ACSC’s 
reasonable ratemaking expenses; determining that this resolution was passed in accordance with 
the requirements of the Texas Open Meetings Act; adopting a savings clause; declaring an effective 
date; and requiring delivery of this resolution to the Company and the ACSC’s Legal Counsel. 
Motion carried with four ayes. (Unanimous) 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 8: Ordinance. 
 

A. An Ordinance of the City of Iowa Park, Texas Accepting and 
Approving the Final Plat of Lot 3A, Block 24 of the Cowherd 
Brothers Subdivision to Wichita County, Texas. 

 
This property is in the City’s extraterritorial jurisdiction located on Watts Road. The City 
previously approved the final plat of 11.55 acres subdividing the property into six lots. Joseph and 
Joy Williamsen purchased two of those lots and want to combine those two lots into one. The 
Planning and Zoning Commission recommended the Council approve the final plat. Motion was 
made by Councilwoman Williams and seconded by Councilman Barker approving and adopting 
Ordinance Number 1391 accepting and approving the final plat of Lot 3A, Block 24 of the 
Cowherd Brothers Subdivision to Wichita County, Texas. Motion carried with four ayes. 
(Unanimous) 
 

B. An Ordinance of the City of Iowa Park, Texas Accepting and 
Approving the Final Plat of Lots 4A and 5A, Block 66 of the 
Original Townsite to the City of Iowa Park, Wichita County, 
Texas. 

 
Mr. Chad Witherspoon owns three lots in the 200 block of West Washington. He wants to replat 
three fifty-foot-wide lots to two lots at sixty-two feet and one at eighty-eight feet. The Planning 
and Zoning Commission recommended the Council approve the final plat. Motion was made by 
Councilwoman Shierry and seconded by Councilwoman Wooten approving and adopting 
Ordinance Number 1392 accepting and approving the final plat of Lots 4A and 5A, Block 66 of 



the Original Townsite to the City of Iowa Park, Wichita County, Texas. Motion carried with four 
ayes. (Unanimous) 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 9: City Manager’s Report. 
 

A. Discuss and Consider a Payment Request in the Amount of 
$24,000.00 for Three Separate Repairs to the Cypress Water 
Line. 

 
Bowles Construction Company made three separate repairs to the sixteen-inch Cypress water 
distribution line. Motion was made by Councilwoman Williams and seconded by Councilman 
Barker authorizing the payment of $24,000.00 for three separate repairs to the Cypress water line. 
Motion carried with four ayes. (Unanimous) 
 

B. Discuss and Consider Scheduling a Planning and Zoning 
Workshop to Evaluate the Existing City of Iowa Park Zoning 
Ordinance. 

 
The City Manager stated the zoning ordinance was adopted in 1970 and the zoning map and 
districts were adopted in 1982. Some of the zoning can sometimes be considered “unfriendly” to 
commercial businesses. Issues that have occurred include building setbacks and paved 
driveway/parking requirements. Motion was made by Councilman Barker and seconded by 
Councilwoman Williams scheduling a planning and zoning workshop on Monday, October 16, 
2023 at 5:30 p.m. Motion carried with four ayes. (Unanimous) 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 10: Budget Workshop. 
 
The City Manager briefed the Council on the proposed budget which does not include employee 
pay increases. The General Fund budget is based off of a $0.72 tax rate. Councilwoman Williams 
stated she does not want to see the City fall behind again with salaries. Several members of the 
Council voiced their concern over engineering costs that were included in the proposal budget. It 
was the consensus of the Council to pull $135,000.00 engineering for North Park Place Circle as 
well as $72,200.00 for Animal Control vehicle replacement and put that toward a two percent pay 
increase which will cost approximately $50,000.00. It was also the consensus to use some of the 
balance on needed library improvements; roof and deck at $30,000.00 and port cochere at 
$55,000.00. Councilwoman Wooten would like to see the Fire Department get ten body armors at 
$7,000.00. Councilwoman Shierry suggested the remaining balance could be used for evaluation 
pay increases for department heads. Staff will make the changes suggested and send out an updated 
proposed budget within the week. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 
 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 28th day of August, 2023. 
 
 
 



 
       ____________________________________ 
        Mayor Ray Schultz 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
 City Secretary Janice Newman 
 


